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Canadian travellers paid more in majority of

top international destinations in 2017

Hotel Price Index from Hotels.com reveals global hike in accommodation prices for the first
time in three years
High prices paid by Canadian travellers in the USA offset by great value in Asia
Colombia surprises and jumps in popularity among Canadian travellers

http://press.hotels.com/en_ca/hotel-price-hikes-herald-new-era-for-travellers/


TORONTO – MARCH 20, 2018: After three years flat, prices travellers paid for overnight
accommodation rose 2 per cent globally in 2017, according to the latest Hotel Price Index™
(HPI™) from Hotels.com™. In a year where cryptocurrencies flooded the market, hashtags took
over the red carpet and political debate turned well, political, the needle has also moved for
travellers, with a two-point rise in the global Index to 116, the closet it’s been to the 2007 peak
of 118. Every regional Index, except for North America, grew in 2017, signaling strong growth in
the travel industry. Prior to this, there had been seven years of continued growth in the North
American Index since its low point of 96 in 2009.

The HPI was set at 100 in its inaugural year, 2004. The index format allows Hotels.com to
highlight year-over-year variations in actual prices paid* per night by travellers without foreign
exchange fluctuations distorting the picture.

“The slight increase in average accommodation prices globally combined with numerous
markets having record visitor growth signals a strong travel economy and a growing desire from
consumers to experience the world. Cultural events have inspired travel more than ever before
as we aspire not to just stand by and observe the action, but to instead actually be part of it,”
commented Johan Svanstrom President, for the Hotels.com brand.

Canadian travellers paid more for accommodation in over 60 per cent of their Top 50
international destinations in 2017. This increase could well be due to the fact that international
tourist arrivals worldwide grew to 1.3 billion in 2017, representing a 7 per cent jump, according
to the latest UNWTO World Tourism Barometer.

Price drops drove Canadian visitors to the USA

Despite a decline in overall number of foreign visitors to the USA in 2017, the country remained
the most popular outbound region for Canadians, who crossed the border in greater numbers,
with New York keeping its spot as the #1 international destination. The USA had some incredible
price drops across the country in notoriously expensive cities, making them more accessible to
Canadian travellers.
Average prices paid per night by Canadian travellers in the most popular U.S.
destinations in 2017 compared with 2016

City Country 2017 2016 % change 2017 popularity rank

Boston, MA USA $321 $330 -3% 22

New York, NY USA $310 $317 -2% 1

Miami, FL USA $256 $265 -3% 12

Los Angeles, CA USA $243 $260 -7% 19

Las Vegas, NV USA $167 $162 3% 2

Orlando, FL USA $153 $151 1% 5
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http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2018-01-15/2017-international-tourism-results-highest-seven-years
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International travel destinations fluctuated in price and popularity

Popular European destinations like Portugal, Spain and Greece saw an increase in prices paid on
accommodation overall as tourism hit record numbers. Canadians felt the heat on their wallets
as travellers to Lisbon and Santorini found a 10 per cent rise in average price while Barcelona
rose by 7 per cent.

Asian destinations provided excellent opportunities for Canadian travellers and there’s never
been a better time to visit the Land of the Rising Sun. A strengthening Dollar against the
Japanese Yen meant that Tokyo recorded the highest fall in average price, dropping 7 per cent
compared to 2016.

On the South American front, Colombia made huge strides in 2017 in terms of popularity rank
amongst Canadians. Medellín made the top 200 for the first time, while Bogota cracked the top
100 most popular international destinations with a 40-spot gain. With prices in Bogota averaging
$107 a night in 2017, now is the time to travel to this diverse region.

 

Average prices paid per night by Canadian travellers in select international
destinations in 2017 compared with 2016

City Country 2017 2016 % change 2017 popularity rank

London United Kingdom $245 $253 -3% 3

Tokyo Japan $179 $193 -7% 10

Hong Kong Hong Kong $171 $165 4% 6

Paris France $198 $193 3% 4

Bogota Colombia $107 $108 0% 84

Medellín Colombia $107 $111 -4% 169

Santorini Greece $266 $242 10% 50

Barcelona Spain $219 $204 7% 13

Lisbon Portugal $167 $152 10% 27

 

Confederation celebration creates record tourism boom

Travellers found that prices paid for accommodation rose in most popular domestic destinations.
Although the country saw an average increase of only 2 per cent, most major destinations were
hit harder. Toronto, the most popular destination in 2017, with two-thirds of its record 43 million
visitors domestic, and Montreal, who celebrated its 375  birthday, both saw an increase of 8 per
cent. The highest average increases were seen in Halifax, and up in the mountain resorts of
Whistler, Mont Tremblant and Banff, where, together with Vancouver, overnight stays averaged

th

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-welcomed-a-record-43-million-visitors-in-2017-1.4501626


over $200 a night. Niagara Falls enjoyed a busy year from both domestic and international
markets but its average only rose by 4 per cent.

Average prices paid per night by Canadian travellers in selected Canadian
destinations in 2017 compared with 2016

City Province 2017 2016 % change 2017 popularity rank

Whistler BC $266 $241 10% 18

Mont Tremblant QC $223 $214 4% 30

Banff AB $219 $201 9% 13

Vancouver BC $211 $192 10% 5

Halifax NS $185 $162 14% 16

Toronto ON $181 $167 8% 1

Montreal QC $181 $167 8% 2

Ottawa ON $178 $168 6% 6

Niagara Falls ON $164 $158 4% 7

 

In addition to the excellent value destinations and hidden gems found in the HPI, travellers that
haven’t padded their wallets with cryptocurrency yet, can take advantage of programs like
Hotels.com™ Rewards, which lets them earn free** nights while you sleep and get access to
instant savings like Secret Prices***. Secret Prices are lower rates that aren’t available to
everyone and offer up to 50 per cent off thousands of properties in popular destinations every
day. With Hotels.com Rewards, you earn a free night for every 10 stayed. It’s that simple.

Please visit hpi.hotels.com for more information and to view reports in additional currencies.
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About Hotels.com

Hotels.com is the place to go if you’re looking for a place to stay. We really love travel and we
know you do too. That’s why we make it really easy to book with us. With hundreds of thousands
of places to stay around the world and 90 local websites in 41 languages, Hotels.com has it all.
So, whether you’re looking for value in Vegas, treehouses in Thailand or villas in Venezuela, it’s
all just a click away.  And with our “Reward-winning” loyalty program you earn free* nights while
you sleep and get access to instant savings like Secret Prices…what could be better? Booking
just got smarter too. With over 25 million real guest reviews and an app so easy to use that it’s
been downloaded more than 60 million times, you can be sure to find the perfect place for you.

© 2018 Hotels.com, LP. All rights reserved. Hotels.com, Hotel Price Index, HPI and the
Hotels.com logo are trademarks of Hotels.com, LP. All other trademarks are property of their
respective owners. CST # 2083949-50

*Average prices paid per night including taxes and fees.

**Free night does not include taxes and fees. See full terms and conditions.

***Secret Prices are available to Hotels.com app users, Hotels.com Rewards members and
individuals who unlock Secret Prices on the website by subscribing to Hotels.com by email.
Secret Prices will be shown where the “Your Secret Price” banner is displayed on your search
results. Available on selected hotels and selected dates only. Subject to full terms and conditions.
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